WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
in a Japanese steamer. I stayed there with General Broadwood, the
G.O.C.-in-C., whose family were neighbours of ours in Sussex. He
was killed afterwards in the first World War, He was unmarried,
a cavalryman, and a magnificent horseman. His one regret in life
was that he had not won die Grand National on his own horse Frigate
as he should have done. So far as I can remember the story as he
told it me, it was as follows:
Broadwood had entered Frigate for the National. Some months
before the race there was a Russian scare on the Indian frontier and
his regiment was sent out East. By the time it reached its destination
the scare was over, and the troops were sent back to England. They
got back only a few weeks or less before the race. Broadwood had
then to decide whether to ride the horse himself or not. He was in
bad training for such a hard course as is the Aintree one, and as all his
fellow officers had their money on Frigate he decided on their advice,
but against his own inclination, to put up a professional jockey.
Most of the best of these were already riding in the race, but he
engaged one called Piggott, who, though a good rider, had recently
had a bad fall and was nervous of another. Frigate pecked slightly at
the very first fence, and Piggott, riding loose in his stirrups, slipped
over his head. Frigate never fell, but finished the course riderless.
Broadwood had lost a packet, but decided to put all the money he
had left on his horse to win the Grand Military, which was to be run
a few days later, and this time to ride Frigate himself. The day before
the race Frigate went dead lame and had to be scratched. The day
after the race it was discovered that a thorn had run into Frigate's
shoulder when he was galloping alone round the Aintree course.
Once extracted, the horse was perfectly all right again. But poor
Broadwood was completely broke, was obliged to leave the regiment,
and was seconded for service under Kitchener in Egypt; and he had
to sell Frigate. He did so with the proviso that if it won the Grand
National tie next year he would receive £1,000 more. Frigate won
the Grand National the next year with the greatest of ease, but in
between whiles the purchaser had sold Frigate to someone else.
Broadwood wrote to the new owner asking for his thousand pounds
and received the reply that he had bought the horse without any such
proviso. So the unfortunate Broadwood did not even get that satis-
faction. Nor was the fact that he greatly distinguished himself under
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